
Historic	  Southern	  Indiana	  
Interpretation	  Workshop,	  March	  2-‐4,	  1998	  
	  

	   1	  

Beams	  from	  the	  Past	  
Presented	  By	  Scott	  Beam	  
	  

Artifical	  Lighting	  in	  American	  History	  

ABSTRACT:	  	  The	  scientific	  development	  of	  artificial	  lighting	  has	  occurred	  roughly	  at	  the	  
same	  time	  span	  of	  the	  founding	  and	  growth	  of	  the	  United	  States.	  	  This	  is	  a	  brief	  
introduction	  to	  developments	  in	  artificial	  lighting	  and	  their	  historical,	  environmental	  and	  
social	  relevance.	  	  

Centuries	  of	  Inadequate	  Artificial	  Light	  	  
Throughout	  the	  history	  of	  humankind	  there	  has	  been	  at	  times	  impressive	  mastery	  over	  
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Sunlight	  After	  Sunset	  	  
A	  final	  lighting	  wonder	  that	  has	  only	  become	  practical	  in	  the	  past	  two	  decades	  is	  
photovoltaic	  or	  solar	  cells.	  	  Put	  them	  in	  the	  sunlight	  and	  they	  directly	  convert	  sunshine	  
into	  electricity.	  	  	  Store	  the	  electricity	  in	  a	  battery,	  then	  use	  it	  later	  to	  power	  a	  light.	  	  In	  
this	  sense	  we	  can	  truly	  have	  healthy	  and	  economical	  sunlight	  after	  sunset.	  	  
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