A COOPERATIVE LESSOH PLAN FOR TEACHING OVENTTE FDUCETION TN NEY HARHOWNY
By Jerry Holand

GRADE LEVEL: Secondary

Prepared in partial fulfillment of reguiremente for
"THDTAMA AND THE NEY NATION, 1776-1874%
a project of the Historic Southern Indiana Project
of the University of Sounthérn Indiana
8600 University Boulevard
. ~ T —

FUNDED BY THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES



[ ]
L. 4 3
i 4 cod
i - Y
i 4y i
u - o3 i
o R i3 o
¥ ed 4 s [
L e L3 ef g
3. i e ¥
- G .

Yo

e
o

Frall e

R

= =

L \ 5 )
& o - £
ths | sl i) £

s

S

s
=5

oA
(8] [
8 “d - % — 5
by ]
RETE | - - o
W i ; ) = ;
a o i 0
o & £ i W ot

e
o
2y

=y

SR £ ~i L | b ity
A2 e oo ey i _ £ a3
oo e £o42 \ &
Lo g2 3 =y 064 o 3
AR 8] -4 1 g 4 v

¥

.

=

R4 9
.
1

~

i

o

L

o

a3
b

h

s
ey
o

mo@m o 5 L ._ =
oo e Yt UL ] -
il I
.* L
AN
L 1
A !
o] 1] -
VT | !
4
" ¥ N «.«.,.; s m’“




- e FamFLN

Robert Cwen, who purchased New Harmony fr_cw. G_e_org? Eapp’s Harmony

P . N

- | = X
"= LRI . B — :
£ s — » |







Page 6
Thus a traditional classical eduction was not meeting the needs

of an industrial society.l4

Rotert Owen wrote much about education. In a

lecture given in Manchester England, he outlined his ideas on
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following:
1. Community education at birth.
2. No punishment or rewards as individuals.
3. Active involvement from an early age in practical work.

4. Hands on education and apprenticeship with skilled
individuals.

5 w;‘?ﬁ%g halm +ncabh wAmsmroan alkid dnons

6. At twelve years of age a much more broadened practical
work.
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. L . . . 18
structure were2 ninderances to achieving a just society.

Educational Metnhods and Structure in New Harmony

When Robert Owen came to New Harmony in January 1826 he
believed he was on the eve of a transformation compared to which
"all former revolutions in human affairs scarcely deserved a
name." He anncunced that a "match has been applied to a train
that, 1f I mistake not, will dispel past errors, until old things
shall pass away, and all shall become new, beautiful and
delightful.” Owen's first speech on January 12, 1826 at New
Harmony was on education. He proudly reported that the rest of
his party was on a keelboat coming toward New Harmony and that
they represented

"more learning than ever before was contained

in a boat." And by learning he meant not "Latin

and Greek & and lanquages but real substantial

knowledge." Among the new arrivals, he

announced, would be "some of the ablest

instructors of youth that could be found in the

U. S. and perhaps in the world." His hearers

read into this an ever grander promise:

"In Harmony there will be the best Librfgy &

the best School in the United States."

Owen saw himself coming to this country to change it from a
selfish system to an enlightened social system which would remove
all contests among individuals. Owen believed he was

bringing the millennium to Indiana.?® wWhat was the nature of

this educational millenneum?

Infant Schocol
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United States. It was for children two through five, and was
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that William Maclure bellieved that research and teaching
should go together he urged a program where students would
learn from scholars as well as print the works of New Harmony
scientists. The School of Industry students produced over

1,300 copper plantees and printed serveral scientific bcoks.z4

Adult education

Adult education was emphasized as Robert Owen and
others believed that educaticnal was a lifetime pursuit.
Scientists of the community lectured at free sessions. For
example, Gerald Troost spoke on chemistry, mineralogy, and )
mathematics; Thomas Say on natural histery, and William
Phiquepal on experimental farming. There were about 80

persons enrclled in these classes.?”
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in 1838 while the School of Industry was still functioning.

Of course, this was the link to the educational system born

R e S o ol e o S QU ¥ SR D T N S S R e R e RN




Page 11

Punishment was rejected, and a friendly atmosphere was
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taught by advancing from the simple to complex level.27

Teaching by concrete expericences rather than by memorization

became the rule. Learning proceded from objects: maps,

and marching.28 Science was supplemented by fields trips.
Physical labor was encouraged in the educational process.

William Maclure placed a high priority on vocational learning



years old at the time he recorded the account. The quotation
used from Mr. Kellogg is rather extensive for this paper. It
is given because it provides a rare insight into the
structure and methods of education in Owenite New Harmony
that have been presented in &£his paper.

As scon as enough children had arrived to form into
classes, schools were establlshed Far thelr reception and care.

Lhonp

Military Mess system with two long tables paralled in one room.
Tntn +hia the arhnlaore mars marchad with milikFanuy mAnamisaicae. b
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but for one gawky lazy overgrown boyv named Ran Boss, who
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frequently toucnh time up from behind with a long fishing pole
of cane--still he lagged behind--at last Gilmore lest all
patience and temper after exhausting kind words--then he
brought his long pole suddenly to his aid by swishing sweep
across the back of Ran would found his proper place very
quickly. But the whole line broke as if by one impluse--
the boys scattering in all directions with the cry of "0ld
School"--"01d School”"--with Gilmore in great passion
following those he could reach with his pole--uttering his
malediction as he ran. "I'1ll give you old school, I'l1l give
you old school," but he never got us together again that

A Veawsny wmae weres nausr raslflad immn Ay molbrs smiy samelesidiacas Fan
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he had himself violated the Golden Rule of the school. This
was the only violation of New Harmony discipline that my
memory now recalls.33

It was interesting to note that while the methods
of instruction were agreeable to Mr. Kellogg that is is
possible that the increased student freedom put presures on
teachers to keep their cool when the utopian vision of
education became unsettled. The comments of "0ld School" and
"New School" were very interesting. It would seem that
Owen's and Mclure's methods proceded the progressive movement

of the twentieth century.34
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