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Pebbles	  or	  Diamonds:	  How	  
Do	  We	  Know	  What	  We	  Know	  
About	  Lincoln	  in	  Indiana?	  
By	  William	  E.	  Bartlet	  
	  

There	  is	  an	  old	  parable	  that	  tells	  us:	  

One	  night,	  in	  ancient	  time,	  three	  horsemen	  were	  riding	  across	  a	  desert.	  	  As	  they	  crossed	  
the	  dry	  bed	  of	  a	  river,	  out	  of	  the	  darkness	  a	  voice	  called,	  “Halt!”	  They	  obeyed.	  The	  voice	  
then	  told	  them	  to	  dismount,	  pick	  up	  a	  handful	  of	  pebbles,	  put	  the	  pebbles	  in	  their	  
pockets	  and	  remount.	  They	  again	  obeyed.	  The	  voice	  then	  said,	  “You	  have	  done	  as	  I	  
commanded.	  Tomorrow	  at	  sunup	  you	  will	  both	  be	  glad	  and	  sorry.”	  Mystified	  the	  
horsemen	  rode	  on.	  

When	  the	  sun	  rose,	  they	  reached	  into	  their	  pockets	  and	  found	  that	  a	  miracle	  had	  
happened.	  	  The	  pebbles	  had	  been	  transformed	  into	  diamonds,	  rubies,	  and	  other	  
precious	  stones.	  	  They	  remembered	  the	  warning.	  	  They	  were	  glad	  and	  sorry—glad	  that	  
they	  had	  taken	  some,	  and	  sorry	  that	  they	  had	  not	  taken	  more	  .	  .	  .	  

There	  is	  no	  record	  that	  Abraham	  Lincoln	  ever	  heard	  this	  story,	  but	  if	  he	  had	  I	  think	  he	  
would	  have	  enjoyed	  it.	  There	  are	  countless	  ways	  to	  interpret	  this	  parable.	  But	  today	  it	  
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Lincoln	  Boyhood	  National	  Memorial.	  Warren,	  a	  minister	  by	  profession,	  devoted	  much	  of	  
his	  life	  to	  researching	  and	  documenting	  first	  the	  Kentucky	  years,	  and	  then	  the	  Indiana	  
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His	  mind	  &	  the	  Ambition	  of	  the	  man	  soared	  above	  us.	  He	  naturally	  assumed	  the	  
leadership	  of	  the	  boys—He	  read	  &	  thoroughly	  read	  his	  books	  whilst	  we	  played	  -‐-‐.	  Hence	  
he	  was	  above	  us	  and	  became	  our	  guide	  and	  leader	  &	  in	  this	  position	  he	  never	  failed	  to	  
be	  the	  leader.	  He	  was	  Kind	  –jocular	  –	  witty	  –wise	  –honest	  –
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