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Reader’s Guide 
 
 
 
 

 



5. The book is divided into four sections: The Woods, The Village, The Kingdom, and The 
Clearing. All of these locations have their unique roles in fairy tales, and each influences 
the protagonist’s journey in important ways. In a fairy tale, the order of locations would 
likely be: village, woods, clearing, kingdom. The village is usually the opening setting 
the protagonist sets out from, the woods usually contains the clearing, and the kingdom 
represents the arrival at the castle. How does the shuffled order alter the narrative arc 
and the passage of time in the book? How does each section challenge each location’s 
usual narrative role? 

 
6. Various frightening futures are posited throughout the book, but one future is examined 

in great detail in the long poem sequence “Parable of the Bull.” This poem explores a 
world that has become so inhospitable the human race decides, or is forced, to stop 
reproducing and begins to fade into extinction. Yet, as the author I can tell you, the 
parable is not meant to be instructive, is not meant to suggest that humans should follow 
this path. So what is the lesson in the parable? In the section “Parameters of the 
Parable,” there is a line: “for the sake of the poem, the decision cannot be reversed.” 
Consider the role of fatalism and the sense of inevitably in some of the discourse around 
climate change. How does that sense of it already being too late, of us being unable to 
change, drive the decreation narrative of the parable?  

 
Writing Exercises: 
 

1. Create your own time capsule poem. Is there a specific place you want to gather 
memories from? Is there a specific symbol or object that evokes a certain place or time 
for you? Gather a constellation of memories and stories, maybe even the lines of a letter. 
Who do you imagine opening this time capsule and in what kind of future? Use the 
answers to these questions to help you choose revealing details and potent images.  

 
2. In my poem “Oh Artemis,” I address a favorite childhood figure (in this case from Greek 

mythology), contrasting her myth with the way I ended up living my own life. Do you 
have a favorite figure from myth or fairy tale, perhaps someone you wanted to emulate? 
Try writing your own direct address to that figure. What do you want to tell them about 
their influence on your life? You could even make it a kind of prayer, where you seek 
their blessing or guidance.  


