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O Bird Singing or Whatever

o bird singing or whatever
it is you are doing
to endure this frigid cold
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Keepsake

In the mornings my ex-boyfriend would excavate
his dreams, long and full of absurd details
XO XWUb YN[\XWJU \RPWRƉLJWLN& QR\ NbN\
shining in awe at what his brain unearthed
`QNW QN `J\ WX] O^UUb RW LXW][XU( 7N QJM
a nice smile but trouble holding down
J SXK( 4_NW Y^\QRWP P[XLN[b LJ[]\ KJLT
to their corrals became controversial
KNLJ^\N QN `X^UMW®] \]XY \VXTRWP UXWP NWX^PQ
]X MX R] `R]Q KX]Q QJWM\( 0O]N[ J `QRUN 8 P[N` RVYJ]RNW]
when he read aloud to me his novel pretty much
JKX^] QRV\NUO K^] `R]Q J _JP^NUb 8]JURJW WJVN(
Why are my memories of him so mean?
>O ]QJ] ]RVN 8 \QX^UM [NLJUU ]QN `RUMƉ[N
X^] Kb ]QN M[R_N'RW ]QJ] NaYX\NM ]QN VX^W]JRW®\
JKJWMXWNM \QJO]\( CQJ] R] `J\ \XVNXWN®\ SXK
]X ƉUU ]QNV KNOX[N LU^NUN\\ QRTN[\ ]^VKUNM RW(
That on the other side of town sometimes cars
would crash when fog from the phosphate plant
Q^WP ]XX UX (̀ CQJ] KR[M\ ]JTRWP Xƈ O[XV ]QN ]JRURWP\ YXWM
K^[\] RW]X ƊJVN `QNW ]QN M[RNM YQX\YQJ]N
LJ^PQ] ]QN `RWM( 3RM JWb XO ]QR\
_NRW RW]X QR\ M[NJV\+ 8 MXW®] TWX &̀ 8 `J\W®]
UR\]NWRWP( 0WM \XVNQX` `N MRMW®] \NNV
JUJ[VNM( ;XXT& ]QN[N `N[N MR\][JL]RXW\( 7N URTNM
PXXM V^\RL JWM YRLTNM ^Y UR]]N[( 7N QJM J SJ`
URTN 1NW 0ƐNLT( 7N®M VJbKN WJVN J LJ]
0J[XW ?^[[& RO QN QJM XWN( =X` ]QN M[R_N'RW
VX_RN \L[NNW®\ KNNW ]X[W MX`W&
K^] bX^ LJW \]RUU \NN `QN[N ]QN Ɖ[N K^[WNM(
8 \UNNY \X QJ[M `QNW 8®V JUUX`NM ]QJ] 8 [NLJUU
XWUb MJ[T X^]URWN\ XO Vb M[NJV\( <b \XW
screams for me at night and I stagger in
]X ƉWM QR\ KUJWTRN& Y^UU ]QN LX_N[\ ]X QR\ LQRW(
Half-asleep, I can see approximately one
square inch of the mountain from my bedroom
`RWMX (̀ 0 LJ[®\ QNJMURPQ]\ ƊJ\Q J\ R] QJR[YRW\
^Y ]QN \^VVR]( 0WM `QNW 8 \]^VKUN RW]X
\UNNY®\ XYNWRWP& 8 ]^WWNU RW& QNJMUJVY ƊRLTN[RWP
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XW \][J]J ]QJ]®\ KNNW VRWNM KNOX[N( 8 LJW®] TNNY ][JLT
XO ]QN UJ[PN[ VX^W]JRW& `QJ]®\ LXUUJY\NM
X[ R\ J VXVNW] O[XV LJ]LQRWP ƊJVN( 8W ]QN \U^[[b 
N_N[b SXK 8®_N QJM ]QJ] 8 `J\ \QR]]b J])
wrong drinks brought at intermission, gift wrap cut
an inch too short, the sales pitch that this
special-production Christmas ornament—formed
of polymers made from the sludge of ancient bodies,
then shaped into a fragile dove to hang upon
your tree—was really something special, something
that should become a memory, something
`N \QX^UM JUU URTN ]X TNNY(
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Magi

i

the nativity set is still packed away
RW J \]X[JPN ]^K 8 LJWWX] ƉWM

JWM ]QN ][NN	       R]®\ JUVX\] ]XX KRP
for the room

what were we thinking

`N MXW®] QJ_N NWX^PQ
]X ƉUU ]QX\N NVY]b K[JWLQN\

my brother-in-law in the hospital bed
did not know

who I was 	   and became

suddenly polite         like I were just
some stranger visiting

after the biopsy his head was shaved
and swaddled in bandages

for a while he and my sister
]QX^PQ] ]QN[N `X^UM KN J MRƈN[NW] NWMRWP

a miraculous surgeon
if they could travel far enough

]X ƉWM QRV 	     ]QN[N `N[N QXUN\

RW QR\ \NW]NWLN\ KJLTƉUUNM `R]Q I’m scared

still he had an opinion
about what kind of mobile

I should buy my baby what colors
should spin above her in the dark
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I got the one he said and feel

it is a gift now that he is gone

when I look up and all the birds
are tangled together

JWM ]QNb LJW®] WJ_RPJ]N NR]QN[

still the baby points up at them
like a message

ii

8®M ]QX^PQ] VJbKN 8 QJM UX\] R]

but now wonder if I ever even bought
J ][NN ]XYYN[         \X WX` ]QN[N®\ WX ƉWJUN

to lift our child up above the branches for

no moment to say there now it’s just right
now it’s done 	       when you look up

the lyrics to Little Drummer Boy

]QN[N®\ J `QXUN UX] XO
pa rum pum pum pum

not much story there

K^] 8 P^N\\ ]QJ]®\ ]QN YXRW]
that just a melody can be a gift

my other brother-in-law
is still alive and has given us

the same lovely present two years
in a row	      a bluebird night light

a reference to a song he likes
I hope he gives us
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another one this year

8 `X^UM URTN J `QXUN ƊXLT

and on the top of the tree I would like
a star or angel but not if

they are going to be making any
VX[N Y[XVR\N\         `J\W®] ]QN[N

supposed to be a hand that
stayed the knife

KNOX[N R] YU^WPNM RW]X ]QN KNUX_NM `J\W®]
there supposed to be

a reprieve		   what are these angels doing

freaking everyone out and then telling them

not to be afraid         telling them
that a hole has opened in the sky

and heaven has poured in

iii

how do you go on
with the sheep etc

after that sort of news

when he fretted in the hospital bed
my sister soothed him

she was expecting

I tried to help 	   what if I don’t
live to see my girls he said

shush I told him of course you will
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Blueprint and Ruin

FQNW `N VX_NM `R]Q X^[ Ɖ[\] WN`KX[W
RW]X ]QR\ ®xq\ [JR\NM [JWLQ QX^\N&
I pretended some benevolent ghost
LX^UM \XX]QN QRV( 2UNJ[Ub& N_NW \XVNXWN
MNJM LX^UM KN J KN]]N[ VX]QN[( 8 YJLNM
]QN `JRURWP KJKb& NW_R\RXWRWP J MRƈN[NW]
YUJLN( 1^\]NM X^] \XVN MXX[`Jb\( 8VJPRWNM
]QN YXYLX[W LNRURWP \L[JYNM( 8 `J\
convinced under the shag carpeting
8 LX^UM QNJ[ \XVN QJ[M`XXM L[NJT(
I was still freaked out about holding
something human that felt so thoroughly
^W]JVN( 8W QRPQ \LQXXU 8 URTNM KNRWP
afraid, snuck into the old pioneer houses
outside of town or the mid-century A-frame
languishing on the market, where one night
my friend ditched her weed in the half-broke
kitchen drawer when the cops showed up
JWM `N [JW( FN QJM ]X PX KJLT ]QN WNa] MJb
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never open up like portals no matter what
WN` QJ[M`J[N 8 RW\]JUU( FQN[N®\ ]QN PQX\]
who can replace my mother? If only I were 
J QX^\N( CQNW `[NLT VN»`QX\XN_N[& NR]QN[
architect or vandal—bust these useless walls
JWM UN] RW ]QN [JPPNM VX[WRWP URPQ](
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Dear Highways of Our Nation, I Am Sorry

8 MRM WX] \]XY J] JUU XO bX^[ YXRW]\ XO RW]N[N\]( 8 JV \^[N ]QNb `N[N _N[b 
RW]N[N\]RWP( :RWM [NPJ[M\( 8®V \X[[b 8 OX^WM bX^[ ][^LT \]XY ]'\QR[]\ \X
\]^YRM 8 QJM ]X PN] XWN( HX^[ JR[K[^\QNM LX^PJ[\( CQJWT\ JPJRW( 8®V \X[[b
8 WN_N[ OX^WM ]QN [RPQ] \RPW'Xƈ OX[ Vb YX\]LJ[M\( FR]Q KN\] `R\QN\( 
FJ[VUb( CQN LXJU LJ[\ LQ^PPRWP YJ[JUUNU JWM ]QNW MR_N[PNW] O[XV bX^[
side: somewhere a dark seam is being dismantled and I just watched them 
QJ^U R] RW& QJ^U R] RW( 5XWMUb( CJUT \XXW( 8 VRPQ] LXVYUJRW ]QJ] ]QN RW]N[\]J]N\ 
UJLT RVJPRWJ]RXW& K^] ]QNb `N[N K^RU] `QNW `N RVJPRWNM `N®M QJ_N ]X 
N_JL^J]N X^[ W^LUNJ[ [^RW\( 2QNN[\( 2RJX( 8®_N UX\] ][JLT Kb WX` XO QX` 
VJWb PJ\ ]JWT\ 8®_N K^[WNM [RPQ] ]Q[X^PQ( 3NJ[ QRPQ`Jb\ XO X^[ WJ]RXW& 
8®V \X[[b 8 MRM WX] \]XY Kb ]QN LX[WƉNUM\ ]X `J]LQ ]QN \XU\]RLN YX^[ R]\ URPQ] 
]Q[X^PQ ]QX\N QJUO'K^[RNM 1^RLT\ J[[JWPNM ]X VRVRL B]XWNQNWPN( 8®V \X[[b 
8 M[X_N ]Q[X^PQ bX^[ [^\]'KNU] LR]RN\ S^\] ]X \NN ]QN OX\\RURcNM OJL]X[RN\( B]JPNM 
Vb KUNJT YQX]X\ ]X UNJ_N X^] JUU ]QN YNXYUN( =N_N[ \Y[NJM J KUJWTN] XW bX^[ 
\QX^UMN[ X[ Y^UUNM R] Xƈ JWM \QXXT R] LUNJW( BRWLN[NUb( 7X` QJ_N 8 LXVN \X 
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