O Bird Singing or Whatever

0 bird singing or whatever
itis you are doing
to endure this frigid cold






Keepsake

In the mornings my ex-boyfriend would excavate
his dreams, long and full of absurd details

X0 XWUb YNAXWJU \RPWRDLJIWLNE QR\ NN\

shining in awe at what his brain unearthed
~QNW QN T I\ WX] 0MUb RW LXW][XU( 7N QIM

a nice smile but trouble holding down

J SXK(4_NW Y\QRWP P[XLN[b LI[I\ KILT

to their corrals became controversial

KNLIMN QN = XAUMWE] \IXY NV XTRWP UXWP NWXAPQ
TXMXR] ~RIQ KX]Q QIWM\( O0IN[ J ~QRUN 8 PN~ R\VYJ]JRNW]
when he read aloud to me his novel pretty much
JKXAT QRVANUO KAT ~R1Q J _JPANUb 8]JRIW WIVN(
Why are my memories of him so mean?

>01QJ] IRVN 8 \QX/MIM [NLJW JQN ~RUMB[N

X/T Kb JON M[R_N"RW 1QJ] Na'YX\NM JQN VX W] JRWA
JKIWMXWNM \QJIOT\ CQITR] ~ IN AXVNXWNA SXK

1X DU JQNV KNOXN LUANUNNN QRTNIN 1V KUNM Rw(
That on the other side of town sometimes cars
would crash when fog from the phosphate plant
QWP IXX UX™( CQJI] KR[M\ JITRWP X O[XV 1QN JJRRWP\ YXWM
KA\ RWIX DIVN ™ QNW JQN MRNM YQX\YQJIN
LIZPQ] JON ~RWM( 3RM JWb X0 JQR\

_ NRW RW]X QR\ MINJV/\+ 8 MXWE] TWX ™68 ~ J\W]]
UR\JNWRWP( OWM \XVNQX™ ~N MRMWE] \NNV
JUILVNM( 5 XXTEJQNN N[N MR\][ILIRXWA( 7N URTNM
PXXM V/\RL JWM YRLTNM ~Y RIIN[( 7N QIM J 83~
URTN INW OENLT( 7NiM W IbKN WIVN J LJ]

OJ[XW 2[R0 QN QIM XWN( =X~ JQN M[R_N"RW
VX_RN ALTNNWA KNNW TX[W MX™ We

KT bXN LIW \JRUWANN = QNN JON DN K [WNM(

8 \UNNY \X QJ[M ~ QNW 8V JWX ~NM ]QJ] 8 [NLIW
XWUb MI[T XAJRWNN X0 Vb MINIV\( <<b \XW
screams for me at night and | stagger in

1X DWM QR\ KUIWTRNE Y/MU JON LX_N\ JX QRN LQRW(
Half-asleep, | can see approximately one

square inch of the mountain from my bedroom
TRWMX (O LI[N QNIMURPQI\ DINQ J\ R] QIR[YRWA
Y JON AV VR]( OWM ™ QNW 8 \]MVKUN RWIX

\UNNYX XYNWRWPE 8 TAWWNU RWE QNIMUINV'Y DRLTN[RWP



XWA\][J]J TQITN KNNW \RWNM KNOX[N( 8 LIWE] TNNY J[ILT
X0 JQN UJ[PN[ VXAW]JRWE ~ QTN LXWJY\NM

X[\ J VXVNW] O[XV LIJLQRWP DIVN( 8W JQN UMb
N_N[b SXK 8. N QIM1QJ] 8 ~I\\QR]]b J])

wrong drinks brought at intermission, gift wrap cut
an inch too short, the sales pitch that this
special-production Christmas ornament—formed
of polymers made from the sludge of ancient bodies,
then shaped into a fragile dove to hang upon

your tree—was really something special, something
that should become a memory, something

N AQXMM JUU URTN ]X TNNY(



Magi

the nativity set is still packed away
AW J \JX[JIPN JNK 8 LIWWX] DWM

JWM TON JINN R\ JUVX\] TXX KRP
for the room

what were we thinking

~N MXW] QJ_N NWX~PQ
1X DU JQX\N NVY]b K[IWLQNA

my brother-in-law in the hospital bed
did not know

who | was and became

suddenly polite like I were just
some stranger visiting

after the biopsy his head was shaved
and swaddled in bandages

for a while he and my sister
JOXAPQ] JQNIN ~XAUM KN J MRSN[NW] NWMRWP

amiraculous surgeon
if they could travel far enough

IXDWMQRV  JON[N N[N QXIN\
AW QR\ \NWJNWLN\ KILTBWNM ~R]Q I'm scared

still he had an opinion
about what kind of mobile

I should buy my baby what colors
should spin above her in the dark
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I got the one he said and feel
itis a gift now that he is gone

when I look up and all the birds
are tangled together

JWM JQNb LIWE] WJ_RPJIIN NRJQN[
still the baby points up at them
like a message

i

8iM JQX~PQ] WV JbKN 8 QIM UX\] §]

but now wonder if | ever even bought
JIINNIXYYNL  \XWX™ JQN[NA WX BWJIIN

to lift our child up above the branches for

no moment to say there now it's just right
now it's done when you look up

the lyrics to Little Drummer Boy

JONINA J ™ QXN UX] X0
pa rum pum pum pum

not much story there

K/T 8 PANN JQJITN JON YXRW]
that just a melody can be a gift

my other brother-in-law
is still alive and has given us

the same lovely present two years
inarow a bluebird night light

areference to a song he likes
I hope he gives us
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another one this year
8 XM RTN J ~ QXN DXLT

and on the top of the tree | would like
astar or angel but not if

they are going to be making any
VXN Y[XVR\N\ ~ J\WE] JON[N

supposed to be a hand that
stayed the knife

KNOX[N R] YUNWPNM RW]X JTQN KNUX_NM ~ J\W{]
there supposed to be

areprieve what are these angels doing
freaking everyone out and then telling them

not to be afraid telling them
that a hole has opened in the sky

and heaven has poured in

how do you go on
with the sheep etc

after that sort of news

when he fretted in the hospital bed
my sister soothed him

she was expecting

Itriedtohelp  whatif I don't
live to see my girls he said

shush I told him of course you will
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Blueprint and Ruin

FQNW N VX_NM ~R]Q XA B[\] WN™ KX[W
RWIX TQR\ Exg\ [JRANM [IWLQ QXMN¢

| pretended some benevolent ghost
LXMMAXX]QN QRV/( 2UNJI[UbE N_NW AXVNXWN
MNIM LXM KN J KNJIN[ VXJQN[( 8 YJILNM

JON ™ JRRWP KJKK: NW_R\RXWRWP J MRENNW]
YUILN( ZM\INM XATAXVN MXXT ™ Jb\( 8\ JPRWNM
JON YXYLX[W LNRURWP \L[JYNM(8 ~ I\
convinced under the shag carpeting

8 LXMM QNI \XVN QJI[M™ XXM L[NJT(

I was still freaked out about holding
something human that felt so thoroughly
AW]IVN( 8W QRPQ \LQXXU 8 URTNM KNRWP

afraid, snuck into the old pioneer houses
outside of town or the mid-century A-frame
languishing on the market, where one night
my friend ditched her weed in the half-broke
kitchen drawer when the cops showed up
JWM N [IW( FN QIM IX PX KJLT JQN WNa] MJb
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never open up like portals no matter what
WN™ QJ[M ™ J[N 8 RW\]JW( FFQN[NA JON PQX\]
who can replace my mother? If only | were

J QXMN( CONW ™ [NLT WN» ~ QX\XN_N[i NRJON[
architect or vandal—Dbust these useless walls
JWM UN] RW JQN [JPPNM VX [WRWP LRPQ](
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Dear Highways of Our Nation, | Am Sorry

8 MRM WX] \JXY JT JUU X0 bX/[ YXRWI\ X0 RWININ\](8 IV \MN JQNb ~N[N _N[b
RWININ\JRWP( = RWM [NPI[M\( 8V \X[[b 8 OXAWM XL TALT \IXY J\QRI\ \X
\]AYRM 8 QIM X PN] XWN( HXA[ JREK[MNQNM LXAPILN( CQIWTN JPJRW( 8V \X[[b

8 WN_N[ 0OX~WM JON [RPQ] \RPW*Xc 0X[ Vb YX\JLI[M\( FFR]Q KN\] ~R\QNY\(
FI[VU( CON LXJU LI[\ LQ*PPRWP Y- J[JUUNU JWM JQNW MR_N[PNW] O[XV bX~[

side: somewhere a dark seam is being dismantled and | just watched them
QJNNUR] RWE QI R] RW( SXWMUB( CIUT \XXW( 8 VRPQ] LXVYUJRW 1QJ] JON RWIN\JIINN
UJLT RV IPRWJITRXWE K~T JQND ~N[N K/RU] ~ QNW ~ N RV JIPRWNM ~NiM QJ_N ]X
N_ILAJIN XA WALUINIL [RWA( 2QNNLN 2RIX( 8N UX\] J[ILT Kb WX™ X0QX™
VJIWb PI\ JIWT\ 88N KATWNM [RPQT JQIXPQ( 3NJ[ QRPQ ™ Jb\ X0 X/ [ WITRXWE

8V \X[[b 8 MAM WX] \]XY Kb JQN LX[WBNUM\ X ~J]LQ JON \XU\JRLN YXA[ R]\ lRPQ]
1QIXPQ JOXAN QJIU0'K/MRNM 1/RLTN J[[IWPNM 1X VRVARL BIXWNQNWPN( 8V \X[[b
8 MEX_N JQLXAPQ bXAT [A\]'KNUT LRIANN ST TXANN JQN OX\\RURCNM 0JLTX[AN\( B]IPNM
Vb KINIT YQX]X\ IX UNJ_N X JW JQN YNXYUN( =N_N[ \Y[NIM J KUIIJWTN] XW bX"[
\QX/MMNL X Y/AUUNM R] X JWM \QXXT R] LUNJW( BRWLNNUR( 7X™ QJ_N 8 LXVN\X
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